KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

ST. JOHN VIANNEY COUNCIL #16243
P. O. Box 782 Winchester, MA 01890
https://stmary-winchester.org/knights-of-columbus

February 27, 2026

To Whom It May Concern:

It is with great pleasure and honor that I offer this endorsement for Jimmy Tingle on behalf of
St. John Vianney Council 16243 of the Knights of Columbus in Winchester, Massachusetts. Mr.
Tingle performed his one-man show, Humor and Hope for Humanity at our Comedy Night benefit
held February 22, 2026. This marked the second time that our council had hosted Mr. Tingle, who
performed at a previous benefit dinner that we held in November 2019. In each case he exemplified

a model of service through humor, reflection, and the promotion of the well-being of others.

Our benefit featured a performance and dinner to raise funds for the various scholarships and
programs sponsored by our Council. We received a great deal of support from our pastors,
parishioners, and our local community. As a Catholic fraternal organization, we have a special
obligation to promote events that will provide both an entertaining and enriching experience for our
members and fellow parishioners. I can say without reservation that Mr. Tingle exceeded all of our
expectations.

As a native New Englander, Mr. Tingle brought an authentic voice — and accent — to our
audience with stories of his family, faith, and friends — punctuated with melodic remarks from his
harmonica. His incisive wit and collegial warmth kept the audience engaged and entertained. He
invited the audience to reflect and join with him in his message of hope — highlighted by his
inclusion of the Jewish example of tikkun olam (“repairing the world”) — and of infusing this hope
into a spirit of compassion for others, especially those in need.

Finally, Mr. Tingle displayed a thorough knowledge of the mission of the Knights of Columbus
and of Catholic social teaching and bringing his faith to fruition in his work. (James 2:14-16) His



is a message that would resonate with any audience and in support of any noble cause, Catholic or
otherwise. His ability to integrate this knowledge seamlessly into his presentation reflects an artist

who is a master of his craft.

Please let this letter serve as a testament to our tremendous satisfaction with Jimmy Tingle’s
performance, as well as our endorsement of Jimmy Tingle to perform at your upcoming benefit or

community event.

Sincerely,

David A. Benedetto, M.S., M.Ed.
Grand Knight
Saint John Vianney Council 16243
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